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To study in Houston
Koki Amemiya

This past summer | went abroad for the first time. | was very nervous because everything
was new including home stay. At the same time, | was very excited and learned so much.
| discovered many things in Houston. Some similar to Japan and some very different. I’'m going
to share some things that particularly impressed me.

First, food. I thought I’d eat lots of bread, but for breakfast, there were many dishes using
flour such as pancakes and muffin waffles. And sometimes | even ate rice! but it was long and
thin rice with little moisture like Thai rice.

It’s nothing like Japanese rice. Also, I ate hamburgers 7 or 8 times during my stay. I’'m surprised
everything is much bigger than Japan. For example, buildings, pools, drinks, and people,
everything is very big.

Secondly, people. The people of Houston are very friendly. Not only host families and
associations, but also clerks and school friends. It is easy to quickly make friends.

Third is religion. I don’t know religion well. Yet my host family is a Christian and 1 was
brought to church on Sunday morning. First local bands played songs related to Christ, and
people praised them. | was surprised because | thought they would pray. After that, a man told
about story of Jesus for about 40 minutes.

His story was very interesting to me. We pray the same as in Japan, but | was surprised to pray
before eating. In addition, there were many more churches than in Japan.

Finally, school. At ROBS, classes change every term, but what surprised me was that we
used a computer for classes and homework. Also, the whole class ate in the hall and was able to
decide what to eat by themselves like a buffet. | was surprised that it was quite a short time to
eat.

Spending time in Houston was fresh and very enjoyable for me. | spent 12 days in different
areas all over the city. By the time | returned to Japan, my worldview changed greatly. Thanks
to various people such as the association and host families, it has become a big step in my
growth in learning. | am thankful for those people and I will do my best to have more of these
opportunities in the future.
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10 Days Filled with Smiles
Aoi Kato

During the 10 days | spent in Houston, I talked with many people, ate a lot of different
foods, and learned many things. My interest in international exchange was increased by this
experience. My world was expanded.

On the day | met my host family, | was very nervous. | was worried about my English
communication with my host family, and | wondered if | could talk well with my host brother
and sister. After introducing myself and sitting at the same table with the host family, they
smiled warmly and said, "Hi! We are very happy to see you!" At that moment, | was filled with
hope for the next 10 days. From the first day, | was able to enjoy talking with my host family.
We spent special time to know each other, talking about their trip to Japan, and our favorite
things. It felt like we were a real family, laughing together. My host sister, who loves Japan, and
I bought matching Hello Kitty T-shirts. My host brother and | played Mario Kart together. I was
happy that they were interested in Japanese culture.

I also went to River Oaks Baptist School with my host brother and took classes with him. |
joined a Spanish class, which was a new experience for me. In the P.E. class, we were separated
by gender, so | got a little nervous when I couldn't find the meeting spot. But some girls in the
class talked to me. All my worries were just gone then. | appreciate their friendliness.

Finally, it was time to say goodbye to my host family. They gave me many laughter and
many gifts. They always smiled for me. | want to say a big "thank you".

Until now, | had experienced being a host family through the exchange program of my
school, but this time, | was accepted as a guest. and | was able to understand their feelings. If |
have the chance to host someone again, | want to return the kindness that | received in Houston.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to the Chiba City International Association,
JASH, the teachers and friends at ROBS, my host family, chaperone teacher Mr. Nemoto, the
friends who spent wonderful time in Houston together with me, and my family for supporting
me during this sister city exchange.

Thank you very much.
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Family Time
Akiha Mori

What | felt when | went to Houston, in America, was the warmth of family. The house |
went to was so big, | imagine it to be about three times the size of my house. In the living room
where | was first taken, | was greeted by a large kitchen and a dog that was very wary of me.

Dinner that day was chicken served on rice. Before | saw the dish, | had expected
“American” food like a big pizza, a big hamburger with cheese. Therefore, | was so surprised
because it was healthy. The dish was made by my host family. And I asked about five times “can
I help with anything?” but they kept telling me to relax so I decided to try to be friends with the
dog. Watching them cook, | noticed that they were cooking together. In my house, it is usually
my mother who cooks, and sometimes my father. It’s normal cooking in the kitchen alone. Of
course the size of the kitchen is different, but | thought the family enjoying cooking together
was wonderful.

I was also surprised that the dining table was smaller than the one in my house. Although
the house and the living room were large, the dining table was not very big, just enough to put
everyone’s main dishes. However, this made the family feel closer, we could talk a lot after
eating and we could feel warm. Also there were many spaces in the house where the family can
relax together. | often spend time alone, playing games and so on, so | thought | should increase
the time with my family more and more from now on.

Finaly I"d like to thank everyone related to this program. | had a great time.

Thank you very much!

25



BEE—RIcmhd
(hE AR

Ea—RZ N TOFVERHEEL, &) EOUbzEE b THBRT 5 Z L3 TE,
FAZ L > THFICHEBHR AT L, SRIOF—LDRATARRFE, TAU B LN
EoZbag s —Fy b ETLAMLT, EBICREROFERLEDL IR L 25X
BMBE 2— A RN CEER LTNDD, 2 HKSE ot & BnES,

FRICEIRITIR > 1o 3B D@V T, RO EME T, 7 AU BT, RKIEDOANRHA
ANLYbFFEETHLE, B LETE&FZM > THELE, HIRY FRY 2 RTF S22
EfEv, HHEEZ Lo T, RIEZENCTA 227 b2 LoV B> TV 2D T,
F_EDPORTHHFOFEEZ LonVEHNTNWLZ EN LN E L, £z, AITK
LTHEODE I UL HARTEHED RAWIYEIZER CE Lic, LT nERBEICHL
THED, BOOLNIZT S HARTIIIALZ 9 2R ThIEZ T2, ABEFDOE IR
FRINZH L THE 2R -T2 RD#N T, HEHEKREZ M U £ Lz, £ 950V 9 FRHRM,
FMIREFE LKL E LT,

AAROBS £ W) b 2— A MU ORI A DS ZTEW-Z LT, Z0kb3 - & Bk
RV E B KA M RE Lz,

[7 20N TiEe, EABEAEANERVZTHZ LT, [ES & ZABENC
borFNnE, FIUFROAMELTETWAEZALRILD D] ERDT-OITEE R
BV ELE, PLRITFESTTN, 220V RNN, OWTIHROFEFIZ 273 5D
TIEBRWREEoTHES, RERL, Ea—AMAAUTKAETLED b, T AV I DT &8,
Ea—RA DI ERRFEITRS>TNENETT,

BEIDR—=LDAT A & STIS, bo ke REO AL EZHZ LT, £EMLRWN
bz EBRICAS DR THE, HHDOHATRT, AxREORWE ZAZRIERL TN E
e E W E Lz,

WBIZ/2 ) F LI, TENEBRRBS OB, JASH OFRR, RAJE, A2 T 7

V=, TAUVATHRIELAN, oo T ES 272 TDHT 4, £ L THFBRITEHEL
FT., RHTHVRE S TEVE L,

26



Seeing is Believing
Yamaguchi Soushi

The youth exchange program in Houston was an incredibly meaningful opportunity for me,
allowing me to experience different cultures firsthand. Without this homestay, | would have
known about America only through the Internet, and | would not have had the chance to think
about how peers my age are living and what they are considering in Houston.

One of the cultural differences that particularly stood out to me was the way people
communicated. In America, most people use their entire bodies when speaking and listening
much more than Japanese people do. They express themselves with exaggerated gestures,
nodding, facial expressions, and strong eye contact. It was clear to anyone watching that they
were fully engaged in the conversation.

Additionally, | noticed a culture of complimenting one another, which feels less common in
Japan. People freely praise others verbally and through their actions. Even when someone might
typically be modest in Japan, they confidently acknowledge their own efforts and successes.
This strong sense of self-affirmation was something I found very appealing.

Thanks to the opportunity to attend ROBS, | made several friends with whom | believe |
will have lasting friendships. By connecting with individuals rather than seeing them simply as
“Americans,” I realized that while there are differences, there are also many similarities among
people my age. This was a valuable experience for me. It might sound somewhat exaggerated,
but I think that such exchanges can ultimately contribute to world peace.

I have grown to love America and Houston even more than before my trip. This homestay
has inspired me to interact with people from various countries, to explore unknown cultures by
walking with my own feet and seeing with my own eyes, and to seek out the many wonderful
aspects of different nations.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to everyone at the Chiba City International

Exchange Association, JASH, Mr. Nemoto, my host family, the friends | made in America, and
all those who were involved, as well as to my family. Thank you very much.
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The “Red String of Fate”
Chaperone: Yoshikazu Nemoto

As our time in Houston was coming to an end, | took the four students to visit River Oaks
Baptist School (ROBS). During a conversation with the teachers, Dr. Cook from ROBS
suddenly asked, “Do you believe in the ‘Red String of Fate’?” His question seemed unexpected,
so it took me a moment to understand what he meant. | figured that just saying "Yes" or "No"
wouldn’t be enough to satisfy his curiosity. After pausing for a moment and saying “Well,”
replied, “I fell in love for the first and last time, married her, and we’re still together.”

I called the father of my host family "Bill." When he asked me about my visit to ROBS, |
told him about the red string of fate. He smiled softly when he heard the story. Whether he was

smiling because he found it funny or for another reason, I’m not sure.

What is fate? Is it the idea that the future is already decided? I think it’s more than that. In
simple terms, | see fate as events—whether they are choices we or others make, or things that
happen by chance—that connect together like “dots” to form a “line” beyond our awareness.
More practically, our choices shape our future. Even though | was given this job by my boss, |
could have said no. In the end, I chose to come to Houston, and I think it was the right choice.

During this visit, | had experiences that | could have had in Japan as well. But when |
looked closely at each one, | noticed many small differences. Those small differences made the
overall experience “similar, yet clearly different.” Differences like income levels, social security,
transportation, disaster planning, city infrastructure, racial and cultural diversity, climate, and so
on—these small details together made everything feel unique.

Bill and his family warmly welcomed me, and I spent about ten happy days with them. I’d
love to thank each family member by name, but I’1l avoid that since this document is public.
Staying with a Japanese family and staying with an American one have many similarities, but
again, small differences make them “similar, yet clearly different.” I’ve gone bar-hopping before,
but the night I spent with Bill—a man I met through what felt like fate—going from place to
place, playing cornhole and billiards, was something special. | can only mention this one
example due to space, but every experience with the host family felt more special because of

our “fateful” meeting.
On the last night, Bill told me, “It was my daughter who made this opportunity happen.”

So I end this piece with deep thanks to Bill’s daughter for creating the chance for this fateful
connection.

29



5. iHEFE (ALVHOEE)

(1) MiE eff

M THRART 72U — L BnE L,
RA T 7 P NI R 2T T < LT
DCRIRITZEGES L 51040 = L,

VHDABTT I A Ay T A\ NZ&
FLi Ea—A NV OBRAREFETHFUD
LR DICERBRE, HETEATRERDE
BT,

RANT THF—L —HEICBTZHETT,
HONE->TW=k /DA TEEE LA,
S EEE LD RENLFHRITE THEL

GIEARA 7 7 ) — 2B TIREEZH
TN )Vl boX—F 4 —DFEE T,
T HELNSTETT,

Mol TY,

HRARTZ7IV—IZHARBD [HEL) TE
FABEE) TR Z2/E0 £ Lk, BRI/
XBRFICITEERDST-TTREICEAT
HLH X TCENP-T-TT,

RARN 773V =72 ba X0RELH
F L7, I F—2DHR—L T U 2K H
T Minute Maid Park OEEE - 7= DHHE]
ST LT,

30




(2) Jngk 2§

Houston Color Factory (2T,

F=a2 AL MIT, HIDTHEANT T =L
ETHRULL, B EESTFFRHIT L, [ TEILZZBTTR, ECHMELS R E LT,

ROBS TT&ERGEL I, 7o SAGEL | BIlWDOHT, 7 & LHWE LT,
MFT<ELRE! 10 HR ARIGATOV

31



RARNZ73IU
O TOEG TR 5
L7z

LRI E £ LT
ST LCHLERBLE

Color factory T CHIBA & HOU O SLFAEEY
F L7, BARTH I L CTES 2O TN
VT,

ROBS T ¥%2%F £ L 7=,

Debate &WNHHZFET, BIRAFIMZ LT
N I N—7TiELE LT,

Speech and

27 #—T NASA DG A RL7-#%I12, ZDkRE
TERELE, ZOFEIZIFE > THERA
B, THITITADOAERH - T, 72< S Afih
bETHLLWE LT,

ARARZ77IV—ICHABESDENEL
Too Ffard L. FouRMay:, fiElICE 0 | INE
XEEVE L, BAREZEATE DX TE
L7 Td,

Audery OFAR D E EDEHETY,
TLEBUREELELE ! WO T
U b EREBICBATELE L, EAT
HbHATED-=TT,

AEAE H

32



(4) o 1Hi%

[— R b

JASHCARA R 773 =L THIELE
L7 ! —FBEL-ATLE,

ARARTZ773IY WEMTFELEL
72 WD A ZANNR-720 TELLEL
776

RO I W EEE L EEA2R0D L
7o L TH 7L RY —THELNS =TT,

* L7

KA 77V —ORICTEBFHIZHE L E
Lz ETHEATHLLXT-OTEL)-
7=TC9,

ROBS @ 9 44 EEHEEERD L
- EADRKANTETELNSTZTT !

Ect=|

33




(5) 5IRE WA Hhn

NRG AKX T LATT ATy hR—)V %
BEELFE L, 74— RICY7-HTH B
7-EEOBENIET TV H DT LT,

Kids’ Meals O ¥ &) ﬁggﬁbi L7,
Preschool D+ H7-bICBF L EIT 5
RNIT T 4 TIHETY,

F2ZAD LI — N AL TNDHF—
LHHIUE, FICHETHER D L— L THE

o

IKREMEANT, IRED EBHEFNT
XAHEWVWIBETTT, AVTREILNEN
IAFDOILDFHLE LA TNE LT,

w

LENTWDEHEDEH Y F3, Bl TT

HERA LE L, 200X, 7, RZ
oy hIR—, TAY BTy FAR—ILR
LI THLTEAHDTT,

g2 m, ‘I- Y

TAARERNDE RTA T, B a—A
RKOEFE—NLTHLHXY LU TROTFH A A
FAHINE A —DEAREL T IEL T,

34




THMeFEE FLERREE
TAYH - Ea—RFUTIRKE REREE

1T
e - R1T

SM6E11A

DRI EEANTFETERR RS
T260—0013
FEHPRRPRI -3 -1
ICENE—HERELTA VT 20
TEL: 043 —-—306—1034
FAX: 043—306—1042
URL : www. ccia—chiba. or. jp/




