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Kindness and affinity
Misuzu Ueno

I had not been abroad for sixteen years. (My mother says that | have been abroad twice,
but I don’t remember them.) So it was like my first stay abroad.
| was not only excited to hear that | could go to North Vancouver, but worried. Because | knew
little about foreign countries and I didn’t know whether I could adapt to environments of Canada.

But | visited Canada and found that Canadian people are kind.

My host family taught me English and supported me to speak English. Thank you my host
family, and thank you George for asking my health.
In Canada, there is beautiful nature. Japan has beautiful nature too. But there are many differences
between Japan and Canada. There are differences in kind of woods, water, and so on. When |
found the difference, | thought I was in a foreign country.

One day, Canadian students took us for a walk. They said it would be “light hiking”, but It
was very hard climbing for us as Japanese.
| realized there was no honorific in English. Japanese respects senior so we use honorific. But
English speaker doesn’t have this concept. So everyone in Canada spoke to others like friends. It
was very interesting for me.
I also learned we do not need to use a word to communicate with others. We played card game
with Canadian students at camp. We played “old man”. We had a good time without using a
word.

At that time | felt an affinity.
This sixteen days were very busy. But | had a positive experience.
I want to use this experience for future life.
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Oh,Canada! ! ! ! !

May Ozawa

Canada was a completely different world from Japan. | thought it was wonderful that
Canada had a sense that it is natural that there are many kinds of people.

Canadian people are very kind. Men are always lady first. So, | was surprised and happy.
When | was walking on the road, there were many people who smiled and spoke to us.
The host family also always cared about us and treated me very kindly. It was like a real family.

The most memorable thing in my stay was walking a lot.
We did a lot of hiking, walking, and mountain climbing.
The hike during the camp, we crossed the train tracks and swam at beautiful lake.
| saw a lot of scenery that | could not see in Japan.
There were many unexpected incidents happened while hiking. One is when my host family
said we’ll just take a little walk on smooth road but actually it ended up like little mountain
climbing. Another one we went on hiking with our flip-flops even though it was prohibited to
hike with flip-flops. We went off the trail and picked and ate huckle berries. We walked 8km but
it was really fun. I could see different trees and felt wind compare to Japan.

On the night two days before returning Japan, we walked with only the children. | laughed
so much and sang Christmas songs in summer.
Canadians walk a lot.
Therefore, | think that by walking together, they will deepen the bonds between friends and
family.

On the day of my return Japan, tears did not stop because of loneliness and sadness.
It was the best two weeks.

Canada was a really good country.

I will use this experience and do my best.

Finally, thank you very much!
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For next year
Lily Kato

First, | want to say thank you for a special and lovely 2 weeks to my host family, Japanese
and Canadian students and Mr., Ogawa. Also, thank you for this wonderful opportunity to CCIA,
Chiba central Lions, North Shore Lions and my parents.

From this homestay, | discovered my points that have grown and my improvements.
Currently, I am studying English by attending high school international class. Until | went to
Canada, I didn’t know how much I have the English ability, because I didn’t have a place to
show my English skills in my daily life. However, when | went to Canada and talked with my
host family and the local people, | was very happy to feel my growth in English. I also felt the
joy of understanding the language and the enjoyment of communicating my feelings and
experiences with foreigners.

At the same time, | could understand the content of the conversations between Canadian
Students, but there were many words that I couldn’t get out of words, and some situation that I
didn’t have the courage and couldn’t enter the conversations in between. About these things |
thought I should change. In addition, I think that there were few scenes where | asked questions
and developed stories just by answering the other party’s questions. From now on, I think it is
an era which needs English skills at the group discussion and when we get out to the society. |
would like to quickly improve my English conversation skills within the group and use it for the
future. And T also would like to improve myself by next year’s student acceptance from Canada
and overcome my regrets.

In Canada, | was able to feel the diversity of cultures. The city was full of Chinese,
Japanese and French language, and it was a world where people were diverse and could not be
seen normally in Japan. For that reason, | felt Canada has a lot of variety in food cultures and
also there are many vegans and vegetarians. Although the Olympics are approaching and
facilities for foreigners are increasing, Japan is still a county where it is difficult to accept other
cultures. In such an environment, | think it is important for us, young generations, to experience
the world and gain understanding of other cultures. | would like to see Japan from a third-party
perspective with that in mind when | accept a Canadian student next year.
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Became a dispatch student
Manami Morishima

I wanted to experience a home stay someday, because | have liked English since | was a
junior high school student.

I didn't think that | could go abroad and communicate with foreign students. There is
language abroad system in my high school, but many students would apply for the program and
it costs a lot. So I was worried. In such circumstances | found out about the program that Chiba
City International Association offered, | was fascinated that | might be able to go to Canada that
I am familiar with their clear pronunciation.

| was very nervous to fill out application and have an interview. It was very big challenge
to me because I’'m not good at being confident in front of people and I’'m shy. My family and
teachers’ support meant a lot to me and their support guided to the acceptance of this program. |
was very happy because | heard that | was the first student ever got accepted into this program
at my school.

I think it was really good that the first foreign country | visited was Canada. | was helped
by my host family when I couldn’t find words and couldn't connected conversation. When |
talked my host family about Japan, they seemed to be interested and they also told me about the
memory when they visited Chiba City last year. Canadian people are very kind, cheerful and
friendly. My host family too. So | was very happy. George who is a chairman of Lions club is
very kind, cheerful and friendly. He often wore T-shirts with Japanese characters on it. It made
me happy because | felt like he loves Japan.

My best memory in Canada is walking at night. Other Japanese dispatch student, Canadian
dispatch students and | went to park and beach. The sun was out longer in Canada, so that we
could stay out till late evening. In addition | went to Whistler, where is very beautiful place.
When | searched about Canada on line before | left Japan, | found there. At that time | thought |
want go there!! So I'm very happy that I could go there.

I was glad because | could have this experience while I’'m students. I became more
interested in International exchange. So I will do my best to bring this experience to my future
dreams.
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The memory in Canada

Yuiha Yoshida

Languages in Canada and the language in Japan are different. Japanese people learn
English language in schools but I think most of people can’t speak English based on only school
lessons. | could get some good memories during my stay in Canada for two weeks, even if we
can’t communicate well through verbal communication.

The first one is, sports. When we went camping, we played many kinds of sports. There
were many minor sports which we Japanese people don’t know well. | had fun to play
badminton with host sister and host brother because everyone cheered us up. Then | thought
sports is what we can enjoy everywhere, and a kind of universal communication tool.

Second one is, music. One night, five dispatch students and our host sisters and brothers
took a walk.
Then, we sang Christmas songs, although it was summer. I didn’t know lyrics of the song well,
but it was so fun for me to clap and dance while singing. | was also taught Canadian dance by
Canadian students at the Farewell party. | also thought we can enjoy music universally even if
nationalities, languages were different.

Finally, I could have precious time and experiences during my stay in Canada because our
host sisters and brothers enjoyed all events together with us and made our stay good. | will
never forget the two weeks | spent in Canada. | want to try do everything so that international
students who will come to Japan next year can get good memories and experiences during their
stay.

Thank you.
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Through This Stay as a Chaperon
Chaperon Yuta Ogawa

When | was decided as a chaperon to North Vancouver this year, | was excited and
nervous at the same time before | went there.  One of the reasons why | felt nervous was that |
haven’t travelled abroad since | had one last time. And the bigger reason was that | felt like a big
responsibility for this stay that | had to lead five high school students from Chiba by myself.
But in fact, George and my host family-Lucille and Larry took good care of us, so we had very
great time in Canada. | really appreciated their support.

It was a precious experience for me during two weeks | spent in North Vancouver City.
My most impressive thing in this stay was that | felt people’s kindness in Canada. My host
family and George were really kind and they always thought about us. Thanks to them, we
were able to spend time staying in Canada without feeling lonely.

Also, communicating with people I met in Canada is my great memory. | am an English
teacher, but I have not had much experience to visit and stay in foreign countries. So this time,
| thought that it was good chance for me to communicate with people there in English. In
Canada, there were a lot of people coming to talk with us, Japanese. Of course, | could tell
them what | wanted to ask. However, | sometimes had little idea how to express and hard time
continue talking in English. In that case, they made efforts to make us understand easily. |
would like to make this opportunity beneficial in the future and to communicate more with them
next time.

Finally, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to Chiba City International
Association who gave me such opportunities, Chiba Central Lions Club, the North Shore Lions,
especially George, who looked after us through various experiences at North Vancouver, five
Canadian students and their host families who accepted students from Chiba for two weeks,
Lucille and Larry, my host family, and all the people | met in Canada. Thank you.
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